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THE QUINNIPIAC WATERSHED & YOU

The 'J i|.i,j.r River Watershed covers IGG square rflDsfi, supports 220,1)110 people [2000

Census), and Includes portions of Plnlnville, New Britain, Southlnritmi, Cheshire, Morldtm, Wiilllntford

Hasden, Nurth Havun and New Haven, as well as smaller sections of farrnlngbtn, Bristol, Wuicott,

Pros|ioclf Nurlli Brantunl mill East Havan, The watershed contains eight major suh-wntorsliiuls:

Eliihtinlle, lemuilo, iiml Muddy rivers, and Misery, Broad, Sodom, Harbor, anil Wliartmi brooks. In

2W).l, Thii SlatO of CarmeClIcut tlesignatoil the Qulmilplm: a Slate Qrofiuway.

The <)uliiii[pfac River provides the residents of Its watershed with countliiss ecological,

aoonomio, ami i-Huruatimiai resources, and supports diverse Rah, bird ..mi wiliiiiffi populBtlanii.

Huwiwur, man than a uuntury of riverside inanufncturliiK mul poorly regulated municipal sowage

fmilisil the waterway;:. By the 1990's, government regulation comlilnn.l with declining manufacturing

meant Improved water quality. However, the watershed faced ant development prustms as field '
and forest taoreasln^y gave way to pavemBnf and buildings., Nonpotnl source pollution from

resMuntlnl ;inil uommurcliil pro|irirtl(tK mul sturmwator runoff has brooms an Insiilioiis offender.

r^HWA has ptmuicfld this euiiit! to edueate riverside residents on land management

Strategies that will help the Qulimlnhic ceiitlnne to Impfove. Yon anil yinir neighbon, as

wnloifrnni hmlnwners, manage sunifs nf the must critical land within the watorshed fur

protection of water quality and wildlife hahltat. QRWA hits compiled this |iani|ihlnt (or yon

baoaUBQ your property serves as the literal frentllno botwoon hunun impact ami rlvnr systems,

making yun a th faeio elswaid of this Invaluafalo resource. Your land use (Incisions, and those of

your neighbors, directly Impact the rivers' wall-being. EcolDgtoaHy sound streamstds mBlntonmoe will
nnalih: tlie rivnr and its nuvlrutis to bemiflt yon In rotlirn.

■JONPOINT SOURCE pallutlun Is that which connot ho trncoit directly buck lo n slnglo

location. It enters watercourses via surface runoff and contaminated graunilwntor.

A BUFFER -.Li,. Is a strip of vegetated land alongside and uiislopo of s watercourse
or wattand that protects water quality, wlldllla and aquatic hnlill al, and ndnlmli o

flooding while mDKlmlilnfiBroiinihvatarrecharBo.

A WATERSHED Is all of tile land from which water drains Into a particular body ol
water. Because watersheds, ns mast natural rosoorcoB, are hydrologlc indts that

gnoro political boundaries, they are best anuroachad via a ro^ana! perspective.

i ii. i .in .i ii actions 11... <■ tho j'lt- ,i Impact if they are copied hy other staholmlders

throughout the watorshod.

Pollution from runoff Includes:
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THREATS TO THE QUINNIPIAC AND ITS TRIBUTARIES

Undor natural and luw-lni|iact devulniimont conditions, forests
and wetlands absorb a large amount of precipitation. Groiimlwator Is thus
recharged, pollutants are partially filtered, stroamhanhs are protected
from erosion, and aruwtlo conununlUeB remain Intact. Urbnuizntimi has
reduced the area of forests and wetlands with thulr water anil pullutant-
alisnthing vngatatlon, mploobnj tlinm with Imiiormealile surfaces In the
forms of hullilinKs, ronds, ami parking lots. Those Impnrvlous surfaces

dramatically reduce Infiltratlmi snd increase runoff, the urlitiary transport
mechanism fur nonpnlnt source polluQon. With the high percentage of

paved and hullt surfaces along the Qulnnlnlao and water diverteil .mil
rebunad fur realdentlal and cnrniurahil use, flash fiomis ami
cDjitamliiiitluii have beOOtne comiuuti, as uvldenciiil liy sections of severely

btoiIbiI atrearnbankG and no.i|iolnt source pollutants from suriaca runoff, wimu homos aw aurr i l.,i hy paved
patios, sprinkler ami garden hnsos also transport polluted runoff If they arc mil useil wltli great care.

DO-IT-YOURSELF BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES fBMPs) for Btroamslde

Sources of runoff pollution include

* pet waste

* furms

liirniK tit yarilH

& parklnff lots

* mufti

* pourty iiiulnlulnitd

' construction Milan

' iferortiivliillon

surfacus like driveways anil cement

landownors

BMPs for your prnpnrty: PRACTICESUSTAINABLELANDSCAPINGAND LAWNCARF.
• Use organic lawn cam, or hlro a ganiotilng company that does; do not use
petioleum-liased fertilizers;

■When mowing, leaveyourgrass clippings on the lawn;
Practice sustainable property maintenance and repair:

• controlrunoffandImprove drainage,

• reduce Impervious surfaces -use peimoablepavingmaterial' for driveways
■ ui'i patios;

•stabilize disturbedslopesvtWh hardy vegetation and mulch;

•mlnlmbe lam and maximize native trees and shrubs ■ this will oIbo keep
goesa to a minimum, us tlioy are attracted by tho combination of water and
grass;

• replant on hare sell as soon as possible;

• If you live on the sewer grid, advocata forpublic work fixes such as
separating sower and storm overflow systems, public rain gardens
and swales to roplaco gutters;

• If you live off the sewer grid, propertymaintainyourseptic system:.
• have It pumped out every 2-3 yoars and serviced rogularly;
•conserve water;

• use non-caustic household cleaners and proporly dispose of
hazardous wasto;

• compost rattier than uso a garbage disposal;

• do not park or drive ovoryour system;
• plnnt only horbacoous plants over your system;

• direct runoff away from leaching field .
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